
Minutes of Parish Education Committee Meeting – February 10, 2015 
 
 
A. Call to order 

 Meeting Called to Order at 7:27 PM 

 Present: Father Anthony, Jason Borkowski, Luisa Cenedese, Derek Christo, Caroline Fuchs, 
Deborah Harms, Keely Wray, Jennifer Friesen 

 Absent: Kevin Rokosh 
 

B. Opening Prayer 

 Opening Prayer led by Caroline Fuchs 
 

C. Review of January 13, 2015 Minutes 

 Minutes of January 13, 2015 meeting were approved by email. 
 

D. Discussion Items 
1. Vice-Chair’s Update: 

 Caroline will chair the meeting in Kevin’s absence. 
 

2. Principal’s Update 

 The current enrollment is holding steady at 311. 

 So far, 303 applications for 2015-2016 have been received, although that number is likely to 
increase over the coming weeks.  Currently, a total of 25 kindergarten applications have been 
submitted, making it likely there will only be one kindergarten class next year. 

 The projected class distribution for next year will be: K, 1, 1/2, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5/6, 6, 7, 7. (Keeping 
the total of 11 classes from this year).  However, incoming applications will be monitored and 
this distribution may change based on the number of applications received for particular grades. 

 Mrs. Finch is expecting a baby in July.  Congratulations!  The school will be looking to hire a 
replacement for the duration of her maternity leave. 

 Rental of Portable(s):  The permit application for the temporary portable has been 
approved.  Several school families have generously provided their trades expertise to assist 
with site preparation, electrical, alarm systems etc.  Installation of the portable will proceed 
as soon as possible.   

 
3. Parent Fundraising Group (PFG) Update 

 Tickets for the Auction are on sale now!  Donations of prizes for the live and silent auctions are 
needed by February 27. 

 The PFG requested that extra cleaning be done in and around the parish centre prior to the 
auction.  Luisa will look for volunteers who can clean in the days leading up to the auction, as 
well as at the work bee that morning.  Areas needing attention will be: cleanliness/appearance 
of the foyer, cleanliness/restocking of the washrooms, cleaning of the windows, appearance of 
the exterior of the building and the grounds/gardens outside, cleanliness of the 
Columbus/Cenacle rooms for the silent auction. 
 

4. Maintenance Update 

 No update. 



 
5. Family Service Update 

 Deborah has updated the Family Service acceptance package form to reflect the dates for the 
2015-2016 year. 

 Deborah will look into the possibility of including family service withdrawals on the direct 
deposit form used for tuition. 

 

6. Financial Report 

 The year-to-date budget (half-way through the school year) was reviewed, and is on track as per 
the approved budget. 

 Tuition will increase slightly for 2015-2016.  The exact amount will be decided at the March 
meeting based on the preliminary budget for next year. 
 

7. Uniform Update 

 At the previous meeting, the vote on whether to remove the tunic from the uniform was 
deferred to allow more time for parents to provide feedback.  A single letter was received by the 
PEC.  Several people felt that the survey results indicated a majority were in favour of removing 
the tunic and so the decision should be to remove the tunic.  Others felt that the number of 
responses to the online survey was too small to justify changing the policy.  Keely introduced the 
motion to remove the tunic from the uniform.  Girls from K – 7 would wear skirts (with the 
option of pants), with a three-year transition period where tunics would still be permitted.  
Motion was seconded by Deborah.  Vote: 3 in favour, 2 opposed.   Motion carried.  

 Jason contacted the only other school that Top Marks supplies red gym shorts to.  The school 
was not interested in changing the length of their shorts.  Therefore, as a temporary measure, 
Caroline will ask Top Marks to make one size smaller than they currently provide, which will at 
least help some of the smallest primary girls to find shorts that do not extend below their tunics.  
That solution will not help boys who find it uncomfortable to wear knee-length shorts beneath 
their pants, so this issue will remain under consideration in the future. 

 Keely put together a description of procedures that will be followed when a student is not 
wearing the proper uniform, using suggestions made by parents in last spring’s uniform survey.  
The following statement was discussed, and will be included in the uniform policy for next year:  

o Uniform checks will be held at least once per week.  Parents will be contacted directly 
by the teacher or principal, and a consequence will be assigned if the family does not 
comply with the uniform policy within a specified time.  Consequences may include the 
student being excluded from extra-curricular activities, sports teams, and field trips, 
parents being billed for the necessary items, or other consequences listed in the Student 
and Parent Codes of Conduct.  

 On the topic of enforcement, Mr. Borkowski did a uniform check for all the students today.  
There were several obvious violations, mainly non-black shoes and hairstyles that did not meet 
the school policy.  Although he did not check the tags of tunics/pants/skirts, there were a 
number of these items that did not appear to be from one of the approved suppliers, and a 
number of items that could be considered excessively faded.  It was discussed that enforcement 
is important in order to achieve the aims of having a uniform. Yet, enforcement needs to be 
done in a way that does not destroy the sense of community within the school, and take into 
consideration those in very difficult circumstances.  Positive reinforcement for students/classes 
who are wearing proper uniforms, as well as reminders/consequences for those who are not can 
both be used. 



 
E. Closing Prayer 

 Led by Caroline Fuchs. 
F. Meeting Adjourned 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM following the in-camera session 

 Next meeting Tuesday, March 10, following the 6:30PM Mass. 


