
Cloverdale Catholic School 

Parish Education Committee 
Minutes of the PEC meeting held on September 1, 2009-09-02 

 

In attendance: Jason Borkowski, Derek Christo, Linda Creighton, Brian Foster, Tereen 

Nootebos, Sandy Parker; joined by teacher representative Jeanne Tyrrell.  

Missing: Fr. Mark, Doug Merrier, Monique Hardy 

 

The meeting was called to order with opening prayer by Tereen at 7:00pm 

An agenda was circulated by Tereen and reviewed by all members present. 

 

Review and approval of previous minutes: 

 

Tereen reviewed the major points from the minutes of the previous PEC meeting (held on 

June 9, 2009).   

 

Various discussions ensued on outstanding issues from the June 9, 2009 minutes.  

Discussions relating to outstanding points will be documented in the appropriate 

department report below. 

 

Tereen asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on June 9, 2009. 

 

Motioned by Brian 

Seconded by Sandy 

All in favour – motion carried to approve the regular minutes of the PEC meeting held on 

June 9, 2009 as previously circulated. 

 

Chairperson report 

 

Tereen provided info (and circulated a pamphlet) on the Archdiocesan Leadership 

Conference to be held on September 26, 2009 at Immaculate Conception School in Delta.  

All PEC members are invited to attend.  Registration deadline is September 18, 2009.  

Interested parties should contact Tereen to register. 

 

Tereen lead a discussion on how to make the PEC more accessible / approachable to 

parents of CCS.  The discussion led to suggestions including:  

 speeding up the process of circulating and approving the PEC minutes so that a 

copy can be uploaded to the CCS website; 

 gathering/updating email information for parents using the student registration 

forms (perhaps through workbee?); 

 using a web-based service provider linked to the CCS website – service provider 

to gather email from parents sorted by interests to provide a more efficient / 

targeted approach to getting school info out to parents.  (emailing monthly 

newsletter to parents) 

 changing the appearance and functionality of the website to ‘be more fresh’ 

 

Tereen informed the committee the Parish Bazaar will be on November 28, 2009 

(Saturday) – from 9 am to 2 pm. 

 

Pastor’s report (No report was given as Fr. Mark was not in attendance). 



 

Principal’s report 

 

Jason circulated a summary of items in his report (followed by brief explanation) and is 

summarized as follows: 

 

1. Spirituality  

 Staff retreat scheduled for Sept 3 at Rosemary Heights 

 All staff to attend presentation by Archbishop Miller at Holy Cross on Sept 2 

 Opening mass on first day of school to be at 9:15 am with the teachers 

participating as ushers, servers, readers, etc. 

 New title ‘Faith Development Coordinator’ – David Pistrin – to assist 

principal in planning and implementing spiritual growth in the school 

 Enthusiastic response from teachers towards faith-based extracurricular 

activities. 

 

2. Academic 

 School growth plan for 2009/2010 concentrating on 1) Spirituality and 2) 

Curricular – improving assessment and evaluation for students. 

 The complaints policy was reviewed in an effort to build trust between staff, 

parents and students.  The PEC should review Policy 302, available online at 

CISVA. 

 Staff planning day was very positive. 

 

3. Extra-curricular 

 Special thanks to Brian for all his efforts during the summer coordinating 

repairs and installations.  ‘The place looks great!!’ 

 Letter sent out to parents – good response from families.  Make effort to 

communicate via monthly newsletter and website. 

 

4. Other  

 H1N1 – schools will not be closed if detected.  School will enforce policy of 

sending kids home (rather than having sick kids stay at nurse’s office until end 

of day) when they have symptoms of H1N1 or other illness.  

 CISVA has yet to make a formal announcement regarding full-day 

kindergarten. If and when it comes into effect, it may be phased in over time, 

or even optional, dependent on area’s demands and available facilities.  Will 

provide info to parents via newsletter when available. 

 New policy on ‘Boundaries’ from Superintendent’s office relating to 

interactions between staff and students. 

 Jason requested increasing the Grade 5 student capacity to 33 for 2009/2010.  

A brief discussion took place. The student in question recently moved with 

her family to the area, and an older sibling has been admitted into CCS.  It is 

within the previously-established class-size limits, and the Gr.5 teacher 

affected is amenable to the addition. 

 Motioned to approve by Tereen 

 Seconded by Linda 

 All in favour – carried to approve the Grade 5 student capacity to 33 for 

2009/2010. 

 



Treasurer’s Report 

 

Sandy circulated the operating results for CCS for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2009 

and discussed significant variances from budget to actual. 

 

The reserve for CCS at June 30, 2009 is within the guidelines of CISVA. 

 

The budget for 2009/2010 is in progress and will be completed shortly. 

 

Standing Committee Report 

 

Maintenance 

 

Brian reported on the following: 

 Painting of the school is near completion and painters did a great job. 

 Security cameras have not been purchased and will look for quotes (Linda offered 

to help) 

 The new library lighting appears to have been the wrong type of lights.  Halogen 

lighting was installed instead of energy efficient lighting and is not bright enough.  

Brian will continue to discuss with electrician to resolve the problem and will 

advise on status. 

 The purchase of a new storage shed for the tractor is not yet done to further 

evaluate other options. 

 Some repairs were made to the fencing and gate has been installed 

 The field looks great after all the work. 

 Brian advised that the family names for the three reserved parking spots 

may require updating. Linda to confirm family names of those who won the bids 

for the current school year. 

 

Jason suggested the garbage dumpsters should be moved away from the front of the 

school – perhaps by the basketball court and to arrange for a pickup time not during 

school hours. 

 

Brian mentioned the difficulty with getting volunteers for repairs and maintenance work 

for the school.  A discussion ensued as to how to utilize ‘Workbee’ more efficiently and 

effectively.  Suggestions from the discussion include: 

 

 Appointing a coordinator or coordinators for Workbee – perhaps the Family 

Service member and Vice-Chair of the PEC can take on responsibility?  Tereen to 

discuss with Monique and Doug. 

 Coordinator(s) should be present at Workbees to efficiently organize the workday 

in conjunction with Brian.  (i.e. ensure supplies are available, snacks, tools 

required, etc) 

 Extra effort from Workbee to concentrate on cleaning the school due to H1N1 

 Jason to review the current janitorial contract and school needs to ensure the 

school is properly cleaned. 

 

 

 

 



 

Parents Advisory Group 

 

Linda provided the following comments: 

 

 Would like to try new initiatives on fund-raising this year (i.e. guess speakers on 

identity theft and sales and marketing with guest speakers providing the services 

for free and a fee is charged to attendees). 

 Using the Cloverdale Reporter to advertise fund-raising events. 

 In process of confirming the parents’ participation for those who signed up for the 

PAG. 

 The budget is being finalized including a fund-raising goal. 

 Asked the PEC for fund-raising ideas (along with estimated costs) with the 

following being provided by the PEC: 

o students washroom (partial and/or full remodelling)  

o new scoreboard in the Gym 

o Overhead projectors for each classroom 

o moving teachers workstation from office to supplies room 

 

 

Family Service – no report was given as Monique was not in attendance 

 

New Business 

 

The following items were discussed: 

 

 The newly installed flood lights maybe too bright (even after adjustments were 

made) and there may be complaints from neighbours– perhaps using a shield of 

some sort? 

 

 Mandatory Parents Night will be on September 17, 2009 at 7pm with the 

following individuals speaking (Principal, PEC Chair, Band teacher, Father? 

Jason to check, PAG) 

 

Perhaps provide a brief overview of major events in the 1
st
 term or direct parents 

to the website for info? 

 

 Next PEC meeting to be on October 13, 2009 at 7pm 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10 pm to be followed by a 

tour of the school. 


